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Prepare for Your Reading 

 
1. Check the schedule, know when you are assigned. If you cannot make the mass 

assigned to you, request a sub, and make sure a sub has been assigned or call someone 

on the ministry list to read for you. This is your responsibility. If you cannot find 

someone, ask the other assigned reader if they would do both readings.  

2. Prayerfully practice your reading from the Workbook during the week 

3. Visually practice in front of the mirror or with someone 

4. Practice your voice inflection/delivery speed/projecting your voice to be heard/don’t 

drop the last word of your sentence/eye contact/keep your finger on the words in the 

Book so you know where you are 

5. Read over the Workbook notes to better understand what you are reading 

                       

Before Mass 

 

1. Arrive at least 15 minutes before mass wearing proper attire 

2. Go into the Sacristy and place the Book onto the ambo opened to the readings for 

that week (make sure it is the correct reading you practiced) on rare occasions 

they may not be the same readings, ask the Deacon or Priest which ones are for 

that mass, and practice them.  Tell the other reader that there has been a change.  

Be flexible.  

3. Find out from music ministry if they are doing the Responsorial Psalm. If not, 

prepare to read it 

4. Prepare to sit near the ambo for mass 

5. Check that the microphone is on, and make any needed adjustments for height. 



6. Always bow reverently to the altar every time you approach and leave the ambo. 

7. All readers meet in the back of church ready to process in; Reader one on the left, 

Reader two on the right 

8. Remain quiet, and line up behind the altar servers side by side 

9. If there are no altar servers, decide who will carry the cross in. The cross bearer will 

lead the other ministers in the procession 

 

 

Procession into Church 

 

1. Ministers stay in place for the Music intro. When the choir starts singing, begin the 

procession. Leave some space between Lectors and Altar Servers.  If the cross bearer 

leaves too soon, follow the cross. This keeps the integrity of the procession. 

2. When you get to the front of the altar, stop two tiles from the front altar step. Lectors 

veer to the left and allow enough space for ministers to line up facing the altar.  Wait 

until Father bows to the altar, and ministers do the same, and with hands folded.  

3. Lectors should sit near the ambo at the beginning of Mass. They may join their 

families after they complete their readings.  

 

After Opening Prayer 

 

1. After opening prayer is finished, R1 should approach the altar, bow (to the altar) and 

stand at the ambo. Adjust microphone if needed.  

2. Wait until all parishioners are seated.  Glance over congregation, and when all is 

settled, begin ‘A reading from ……’ (memorize this line, and look at congregation) 

3. Pause after the reading before saying, ‘The word of the Lord’ 

4. If you are doing the Responsorial Psalm, (duties of R1 if music ministry is not 

doing it) take a couple of seconds before starting the Responsorial Psalm. ‘The 

Responsorial Psalm is….”  Raise your hand midway for congregation to respond 

and repeat. 



5. Turn the page if needed to the second reading 

6. Leave ambo, turn and bow with R2 if he’s there, facing the altar. Return to your seat 

with hands folded. 

7. R2:  Same as R1 steps 1-3.  

8. Place the book on the shelf of the ambo. 

9. Leave ambo, turn and bow to the altar, and return to your seat.  

 

Intercessions 

 

1. R2   If there is no Deacon, you may be asked to read the intercessions.  

2. After the Creed has ended, be prepared to approach the altar and go to the ambo, 

reverently as always.  Be in place before the Priest reads the Introduction to the 

Intercessions. The Lector will follow immediately with the Prayers of the Faithful. 

3. When finished, bow and return to your seat 

 

Procession out of Church 

1. At this time, Lectors do not process out of church 

2. After mass has ended, leave all books on the Altar or Ambo. Priest and Deacons will 

arrange the liturgical books for the next Mass.  

 

 

Father Joseph has acknowledged these notes, and if there are changes, we will share them with you. 

Thank you all for your time, and talents that you are giving to this ministry and enjoy Proclaiming the          

Word!  If you have question, please do not hesitate to call on us, as we are happy to serve you. 

Linda Jo Klapperich (907) 232-4594 or Joani Klapperich (907) 355-9976 

 

 

 

 


