
5th Sunday of Lent 2020  

 

 

Until relatively recently in Church history, the period from today until 

Good Friday was commonly referred to as Passiontide.  Its purpose is to 

bring our focus a little more clearly on the Passion of Christ, which is less 

than two weeks away. 

 

Last weekend we celebrated Laetare Sunday.  Laetare, 'Rejoice Sunday', 

is offered as an encouragement to us to hold firm in our Lenten observance 

- a bit like the cup of water offered to someone running a marathon. 

 

This week things change again; now we are coming to the end of the 

marathon and the purpose becomes much more focused.  Even the name 

'passion-tide' recalls the fact that Christ is going to suffer – for us.   

 

Traditionally, we use visual aids to help us focus.  So, just as priests all 

over the world wore rose colored vestments last weekend, from today - in 

many places - statues are covered in purple or even removed from the 

church until the Easter Vigil.  This old custom of veiling religious images 

helps us focus on the penitential aspect of this liturgical season – the 

symbols of hope are covered so we can contemplate our salvation through 

Christ's passion.   

 

This year everything is covered!  Our church is locked up; the center of 

our faith veiled from our eyes.  Where then will we find God in this 

Passiontide, what will be the source of our contemplation? 

 

In St. John’s Gospel Jesus says: ‘If you love me, you will keep my word 

and my Father will love you and we will come to you and make our home 

with you.’ (Jn. 14:23) 

 

Do you believe this promise of Christ?  Do you understand that through 

baptism God has made a home in you - that you are a temple of the Holy 

Spirit?   


