GREETINGS FROM FR. SCOTT December 21, 2014 Fourth Sunday of Advent
Moms and dads are so excited about the birth of a child they can’t wait to send out birth announcements
with the baby’s name, a picture, the baby’s gender, how much it weighs, and the exact time it was born. It
would be ridiculous to send out a birth announcement before the baby was born because we do not have
all the details.
The Angel Gabriel came to Mary and told her many details about her baby before it was born: the baby’s
gender, name, and mission. Mary could have sent out a birth announcement before Jesus was born. She
chose not to because she was afraid of what her friends would think. The Angel Gabriel told her not to be
afraid because God would be with her. And God was with Mary and something very special happened to
her.
In our lives, we all have special encounters with God. The Holy Spirit might be telling us we need to make
a change. We may have a feeling or a voice telling us to become a priest, deacon, or religious brother or
sister. Experiencing a tragic death in our family may bring us closer to God. If we are open to the Holy
Spirit and listen to God, something special will happen to us, too.
When I felt my call to the priesthood, I was afraid to tell my family, my friends, and even admit it to myself. I
told Sr. Kathleen and Fr. Moore, and that was it! It took me over a year to tell my family. Something special was happening to me and only a couple of people knew about it. I could definitely sympathize with
Mary and Joseph. When something special happens to us, we may also be afraid. We may not want to tell
the whole world. We don’t want people to think we are weird or strange.
The night Jesus was born I suppose most people around Bethlehem thought it was business as usual.
Nothing special seemed to be happening. There was probably a big crowd in town, possibly gossiping
about the poor unlucky woman who had to have her baby in a stable.
At first, only Mary and Joseph knew what was special about their baby, and they believed what God was
telling them. Then, Mary told her Cousin Elizabeth and Elizabeth believed. Slowly, others began to know
about this special event, like the shepherds, the three Kings, and the innkeeper. Some people may have
heard but did not believe. Mary deserves a lot of credit for believing what God told her. She could have
said, "That's impossible. I just dreamed it.” Next time something special happens to you, remember Mary.
Remember her struggle. Remember her strong faith. Remember her patience. Remember her fear. Most
of all, remember the joy and peace she experienced after she listened to God and said yes.
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+ Michael & Margaret Lajcsak
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Blessings for Maxcy Family

FAITH FORMATION
Faith Formation and Confirmation
classes meet weekly. Faith Formation classes will not meet December 21-January 4. Classes resume January 11.
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This is the final weekend for Christmas flower donations.
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COMING EVENTS

DECEMBER
21
Knights Breakfast
24
Christmas Eve Mass 4pm
Christmas Eve Mass 9pm
Midnight Mass (at Midnight)
25
Christmas Day Mass 10am
27
Youth Mass 5pm
29
Centering Prayer 6:30pm
31
Vigil Mass Mary, Holy Mother of God 5:30pm
JANUARY
1
Mass Mary, Holy Mother of God 10am
Rosary 7pm
2
Homeschool Activity Social Hall 10am-Noon

FOOD BANK
Rice, Sugar, Flour,
Tomato Sauce, Pasta,
Cereal, Oats,
Grocery Bags
Please write checks to
Mat-Su Food Bank

357-3769

ST. BERNARD—TALKEETNA
St. Bernard Catholic Church in Talkeetna needs financial help to raise matching funds for the raising of their
church, which was damaged in the recent floods.
Please make out checks to St. Bernard Catholic
Church with notation “Raising of Church/matching
grant” or use On-line Giving (see our website).
SACRED HEART FINANCIAL REVIEW
The parish received a generous gift from Bishop Attic II
that will help balance our current budget. However,
our collections have been a bit lower than last year at
this time, so please pray about your contribution. Below are several ideas to consider:
1. Donating 10% of monthly net income
2. Using On-line Giving (safe and reliable)
3. Adding an end of year tax donation
A Financial Summary will be available in the bulletin
later in January 2015.

BL.THEODORE RHOMZA BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
The Byzantine mission (an outreach of St Nicholas of Myra—Anchorage) meets Sundays at Sacred Heart at 4pm. The Byzantine Catholic Church is in full communion with
the Roman Catholic Church but uses the Byzantine liturgical rite in the Eastern Slavic style. Contact Fr. Michael Sidun at 907-277-6731 or www.ak-byz-cath.org.
ACTS RETREAT WEEKEND
Registration forms and information for the 2015 Women's and Men's ACTS Retreats
are available on the bulletin boards and the office. An ACTS Retreat is a weekend of
spiritual renewal and revitalization.

